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Subj: IMPLEMENTATION POLICY RELATING TO THE INSPECTION OF 
SEAGOING BARGES 

Ref: (a) CCGDEIGHT(m) letter 16711 dated 26 October 1995 

1. Implementation of reference (a) identified the need for 
additional guidance. For vessels removed from inspection, this 
letter provides policy regarding reimbursement of user fees and 
examination pursuant to recertification. 

2. Owners of vessels who request reimbursement of all or part of 
a paid user fee should be advised that partial reimbursements 
will not be made. Vessels that were in service for any portion 
of their user fee period, do not qualify for a reimbursement. 
Questions regarding user fees may be directed to the Coast Guard 
at l-800-941-3337. 

3. For vessels removed from inspection that later require 
recertification for the carriage of hazardous or dangerous 
cargoes, the following policy is provided: 

a. Every effort to conduct the required inspection for 
certification as soon as possible shall be made. 

b. Regarding user fees, the vessel shall be treated as an 
initial certification. Its user fee anniversary date will 
generally be the user fee date used when the vessel last held a 
COI. To reestablish the user fee anniversary, you must contact 
Commandant (G-MPR-2) at (202)267-0785. In each case, however, 
the user fee will not be due until after the Certificate of 
Inspection is issued and the MSIS case is validated. To minimize 
the administrative burden associated with user fees, vessel that 
will not maintain an active CO1 should be deactivated in MSIS. 

C. For those vessels that have continuously maintained a 
loadline assignment since removal of their Certificate of 
Inspection, the OCMI may grant credit for drydock exams conducted 
to maintain the loadline, subject to the following: 

1. The drydock exam was conducted by an ABS surveyor or 
another loadline assigning authority approved by Commandant. 

2. During the drydock exam, inspection of all interior 
spaces including any sea chests and sea valves was conducted. 
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3. The drydock occurred within the time limits specified 
for that vessel type in Title 46.CFR. This.policy-.does..not 
mandate the automatic acceptance of drydock examinations 
witnessed by a class surveyor. Rather, it provides an additional 
tool for the OCMI to use following review of the vessel file and 
the loadline drydock examination report. During the inspection 
to reissue the Certificate of Inspection, the equivalent of a 
cargo tank internal exam should be conducted. 'If the results of 
this exam preclude issuance of credit for past drydock exams, 
other options include certification with a CG-835 to conduct a 
Coast Guard credit drydock within a specified time frame or 
drydock prior to recertification. 

4. For those vessels that are required to maintain an IOPP 
certificate, the local OCMI will continue to conduct any required 
IOPP examinations. Please note that if a vessel does not need a 
COI, no user fee is assessed. 

5. Please give this policy, including reference (a), widest 
distribution among the affected industry. Questions regarding 
this matter may be directed to LT McAvoy at (504)589-6271, or CDR 
Tetreau at (504)589-3624. 

By direction 

Dist: All Eighth District MSOs, MSU, and MSDs 
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From: Commander, Eighth Coast Guard District 
To: Distribution 

Subj: IMPLEMENTATION POLICY RELATING TO THE INSPECTION OF 
SEAGOING BARGES 

Ref: (a) Title 46 U. S. Code, Section 3302(m) 

1. The following policy provides a definition of "bulk" as used 
in paragraph (2) of reference (a). It is intended to standardize 
D8 enforcement of reference (a) and bring about inspection work 
load reductions anticipated by that law. 

2. Effective immediately, "bulk" as used in paragraph (2) of 
reference (a) will mean quantities greater than 250 barrels 
(10,500 gallons). Therefore, D8 units shall not inspect unmanned 
seagoing barges that carry less than 250 barrels of non-cargo 
flammable/combustible liquids, including oils. This includes all 
oils suc'n as fuel and lubricating oils for on board equipment. 
Additionally, owners of barges that qualify for the inspection 
exemption in reference (a) shall net be given an inspection 
unless they can show that the vessel has carried a non-exempted 
cargo within the pest t-40 years, cr that they ccrrantlv have a 
contract to carry these cargoes. 

3. HISTORY: Reference (a) was created by the 19C3 Ccrest Guxd 
Authorize tion act to grant inspection exemptions to seagoing 
unmanned barges that do not carry a hazardous material as cargo; 
or a flammable or combustible liquid, including oil, in bulk. It 
WES anticipated that this amendment would decrease the Coast 
G-uard's inspection work load by exempting many low risk unmenne,d 
barges. This work: load reduction has not been realized for 
several reascns. First, a barge carrying any quentit?- of 
flammable or combustible liquid, including oil, as cargo is 
disqualified for carrying a hazardous material (46 USC 2101(14)). 
Secondly, various Coast Guard interpretations of "bulk", as it 
relates to the carriaoe of non-carco oils including lubricating 
and fuel oil for on board equipment, have varied the exemption 
thresholds from one quart to 110 gallons. Finally, the absence 
of policy to deal with ba-, 7-e owners who desire to retain all 
cargo options by maintaining a current Certificate of Inspection 
have prevented us from azsl-ying t:he exempticn to qualified _A & 
barges. 

A 
-z. Questions 
Tetreau CT L% 

/ Ey direction 

C, -z ..A.1 

Dist: All Eights District KSOs, KSU and fd!SDs 


